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At Georgetown University Law Center, students’ legal education goes far beyond the tradi-

tional classroom setting.  We know that the best way for students to learn what it means to be 

a lawyer is to do what lawyers do.  For that reason, we offer a number of different experiential 

learning courses, which are designed to help students apply the theories or skills that they have 

learned in the classroom to a real lawyering context.  In experiential learning courses, students 

engage in lawyering work, take initiative, make decisions, and are accountable for the results, 

reflect and analyze what they experienced, and learn from the consequences, mistakes, and 

successes. They learn what it means to have a client relationship, deal with client expectations, 

strategize a case, and handle the unexpected twists and turns that result.  

Through participating in these experiential opportunities, students   

•	 Accomplish	a	high	degree	of	competency	in	legal	analysis,	problem	solving,	and	practice-

related skills;

•	 Develop	autonomy	in	applying	legal	principles	in	basic	contexts	important	to	the	public,	

the clients they serve, and the work they undertake;

•	 Through	reflection	on	their	experience,	develop	expertise	and	become	life-long	learners;

•		 Develop	an	appreciation	for	the	character	of	the	legal	profession	and	their	place	in	it;	

•	 Use	their	learning	for	the	greater	good	and	develop	a	commitment	to	improve	the	legal	

system through service to the public and their clients and through maintaining high  

standards;

•	 Face	and	overcome	such	key	challenges	as	conducting	themselves	in	accordance	with	a	

lawyer’s ethical responsibilities and pursuing justice despite lack of remuneration for that 

work;

•	 Overcome	misconceptions	and	habits	of	thinking	so	to	be	sensitive	to	diverse	communi-

ties and appreciative of the cross-cultural and international dimensions of law practice.

Our	course	offerings	are	both	civil	and	criminal;	they	include	litigation	as	well	as	transactional,	

legislative, and policy matters; and they give students the opportunity to practice in local, na-

tional, and international contexts.  The Law Center provides three opportunities for students to 

engage in experiential learning courses:  clinical education, practicum courses, and externships.  

Each offers distinct benefits to students, as described in more detail in the following sections.  
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LEARNING by doING

“the fact-finding class on the school-to-prison pipeline was an amazing way for me to learn 

more about education law while also developing advocacy skills, working with a diverse 

group of individuals, and interacting with practitioners.  i signed up for the class because 

i am passionate about education.  i gained so much more than a deeper understanding of 

education law. i learned about human rights law and the value of a human rights framework-

-something i probably would not have sought out otherwise. i got to learn by doing--fact-

finding, writing, advocacy--and my skill set is now incredibly broadened. making contacts 

with professionals and discussing the school-to-prison pipeline with them made me feel bet-

ter positioned for networking, and it also helped me to showcase how much i already know 

about education law.  Furthermore, i got to focus on writing for a real life purpose instead 

of simply academic writing.  i also gained insight on my strengths and limitations and how i 

work with certain personalities.“

marniE Kaplan, J.d., 2012

4



5



CLINICAL EduCATIoN
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Clinical education is a teaching method that combines theoretical concepts and actual legal 

practice.  For almost 50 years, Georgetown has operated the largest and most highly regarded 

in-house clinical program in the nation, where our students learn to practice law by repre-

senting real clients facing real-life legal challenges. The mission of our clinical program is to 

educate students in the practical art of lawyering while providing quality legal representation to 

under-represented	individuals	and	organizations.		Our	clinics	offer	students	a	unique	oppor-

tunity to serve the public, explore career possibilities, and acquire valuable legal skills. These 

skills and values are taught through focused supervision, feedback, and reflection. For many 

students, participating in a clinic is one of the most memorable and rewarding experiences they 

will have in law school.  

In a clinical course, students are responsible for all facets of their case and project work, collab-

orating closely with clinic faculty to ensure proper and complete representation. The students’ 

experiences then become the subject of critical review and reflection.  This review teaches stu-

dents how to better evaluate their own legal work as well as the legal work performed by others.  

It is in the clinic that students receive the most intensive and individualized teaching provided 

at Georgetown.  Every clinic student will have the opportunity to acquire valuable legal skills 

that are not accessible in a traditional classroom setting and to gain firsthand insight into the 

strategic and ethical dimensions of the legal profession.  

Georgetown has long recognized the value of experiential learning and the intense commitment 

that clinical work demands. As a result, students typically receive 10 credits for semester-long 

clinics and 14 credits for year-long clinics. This allows students to participate fully in their 

clinics, keeping other academic commitments to a minimum. In addition, students benefit from 

an average ratio of 1 faculty member to 5 students, facilitating a level of learning possible only 

through such intensive supervision.
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APPELLATE LITIGATIoN CLINIC  

Students in the Appellate Litigation Program handle both civil and criminal appellate cases 

involving issues such as immigration, habeas corpus, and a variety of civil rights issues.  The 

Program exposes students to litigation in several different courts including federal circuits, the 

Board	of	Immigration	Appeals,	and	the	D.C.	local	courts.	The	clinic	also	has	had	four	cases	

reach	the	United	States	Supreme	Court	on	grants	of	writs	of	certiorari.	Over	twenty	students	

working on those cases had the opportunity to participate in litigation before the highest court 

in the United States before they even graduated from law school.

Regardless of the case, the clinic strives to provide the best representation possible, compa-

rable to that provided by the best appellate firms in the country. Students learn not only how 

to litigate on appeal but how to litigate well, adopting professional and ethical standards that 

will guide them throughout their legal careers. Students enrolled in the program receive intense 

training in the art of oral and written advocacy as it is practiced in some of the highest courts 

in the nation, at a level appropriate to those courts and the issues presented. This training in-

cludes appellate practice, procedure, research, issue formation, and writing. Each clinic student 

produces two major briefs and several students will have the opportunity to argue their cases in 

the appellate courts. 

8 www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/al/



9

CENTER foR APPLIEd LEGAL STudIES (“CALS”) 

Students in the Center for Applied Legal Studies (CALS) provide high-quality pro bono repre-

sentation for non-U.S.-citizen refugees seeking political asylum because of persecution, torture, 

and other human rights violations in the country from which they have fled. CALS students 

are responsible for representing their clients, with intensive faculty supervision.  Working in 

pairs, CALS students represent one or more refugees whose asylum applications already have 

been denied by the government at the administrative level. Students interview clients, become 

experts on the human rights record of the client’s country of origin, develop documentary and 

testimonial evidence, locate and prepare witnesses, write a brief, affidavits and other legal docu-

ments, and present testimony and legal arguments at a hearing before an Immigration Judge.

9

CliniCs

www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/cals/



ThE CommuNITy JuSTICE PRoJECT  

The Community Justice Project provides students with an appreciation for the complexity of 

working for social justice, an understanding of the variety of skills and strategies that lawyers 

can use to seek justice, and the faith that they have the capacity to make a difference as a 

lawyer. Students in The Community Justice Project represent clients across a broad range of 

subject matters using a variety of tactics to further the Project’s goal of seeking social justice 

for communities. Students directly represent clients who are challenging the denial of their 

unemployment benefits. In addition, students engage in broader community advocacy through 

a project that begins and ends during the semester. Students use a wide range of strategies, 

including impact litigation, policy initiatives, legislative advocacy, international law, the media, 

public education, and transactional activities. Students have full responsibility for their cases 

and projects and receive training in trial skills, oral advocacy, writing, media relations, and 

interviewing and counseling clients. The Project enhances students’ abilities to think critically 

and creatively, to communicate effectively and exercise good judgment, to represent diverse 

clients and communities, to act responsibly and with integrity, to learn from experience, and to 

articulate the reasons for and consequences of their choices. 

10 Professor Jane Aikenwww.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/cjp/



CRImINAL dEfENSE & PRISoNER AdvoCACy CLINIC

Students	in	the	Criminal	Defense	&	Prisoner	Advocacy	Clinic	represent	indigent	criminal	

defendants	in	misdemeanor	cases	in	the	DC	Superior	Court,	DC	parolees	facing	revocation	

before the U.S. Parole Commission, and long-serving prisoners from several states seeking 

clemency	or	parole.	Our	clients	in	the	DC	Superior	Court	are	charged	with	offenses	such	as	

assault, threats, destruction of property, possession (and occasionally distribution) of drugs, 

theft, unlawful entry, and possession of weapons. Parolees and prisoners have been generally 

convicted of serious felonies. In addition to taking on the role of practicing criminal defense 

lawyer, students are given an opportunity to reflect on that role in the broader context of law 

and society. 

Working closely with supervising attorneys, Clinic students accept full responsibility for their 

cases. Students learn to interview and counsel clients, investigate cases, conduct discovery, 

draft and argue pretrial motions, examine witnesses and make arguments at trial, and engage in 

sentencing advocacy. The Clinic’s advocacy on behalf of prisoners gives students an opportunity 

to collaborate creatively on a range of projects.

11
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“my time with the Community Justice project has been one of professional and personal 

growth.  the clinic broadened my concept of lawyering and deepened my commitment to 

working for justice.

i sought a clinic that would provide me with detailed instruction in direct client representa-

tion.  after all, if i am planning to be a lawyer after graduation, it seemed appropriate to 

pursue in-depth training in the skills that only lawyers are permitted to practice.  through my 

work at CJp on unemployment insurance hearings, i have received an exceptional opportunity 

to immerse myself in lawyering’s traditional tools.  From the initial interview to the hearing 

room, i have directed strategy, research, and client preparation.  all the while, i have received 

excellent, focused feedback from my supervisors, challenging my assumptions about the case, 

pushing me to strengthen my advocacy.

But a lawyer’s toolbox should contain more than direct examinations and objections.  it 

requires the skills to advocate in any and all forums to obtain a just result for clients.  here, 

too, CJp has offered me an unparalleled setting in which to develop my creative lawyering.  

as i worked collaboratively on patricia prewitt’s clemency petition, my education expanded 

into the fields of organizing, news media, and social media.  yet, through the guidance of 

my supervisors, i recognize this diverse education not as an intellectual exercise but rather as 

fundamental to a 21st century lawyer’s arsenal.”

grEg ZlotniCK, J.d., 2012

SoLvING PRobLEmS ThRouGh LAw,  
CREATIvITy, ANd hoPE
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CRImINAL JuSTICE CLINIC

Students in the Criminal Justice Clinic represent defendants in misdemeanor cases in the 

D.C.	Superior	Court.	Our	clients	are	typically	charged	with	offenses	as	assault,	threats,	drug	

possession and distribution, destruction of property, unlawful entry, prostitution, and weapons 

offenses. Students also represent prisoners in parole revocation hearings before the United 

States Parole Commission. In addition to engaging in the practice of criminal law, students are 

given the opportunity and space to reflect on that experience in the broader context of law and 

society.

Working closely with supervising attorneys, clinic students accept full responsibility for their 

cases. Students learn to interview and counsel clients, investigate cases, conduct discovery, 

draft and argue pretrial motions, examine witnesses and make arguments at trial, and engage in 

sentencing advocacy. The experienced lawyers and teachers in the Clinic strive to insure both 

that the students benefit from an extraordinary educational experience and that their clients 

benefit from extraordinary representation from our students.

15
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domESTIC vIoLENCE CLINIC

Students	in	the	Domestic	Violence	Clinic	represent	victims	of	intimate	abuse	in	civil	protec-

tion	order	(CPO)	cases.	Protection	orders	typically	include	a	broad	spectrum	of	relief	designed	

to	effectively	end	the	violence	in	a	family	or	dating	relationship.	A	CPO	may	direct	a	batterer	

to cease assaulting and threatening the victim, to stay away from the victim’s home, person and 

workplace, and not to contact the victim in any manner. The order also may include an award 

of temporary custody of the parties’ minor children, with visitation rights for the non-custodial 

parent, an award of child and/or spousal support so that a victim is not forced to return to a bat-

terer due to economic necessity.

Clinic students have full responsibility for their cases and receive a challenging education in 

the art of trial advocacy under the intensive supervision of Clinic faculty. Through course work 

and client representation, students are exposed to every phase of expedited civil litigation, in-

cluding family, civil and criminal law, evidence, civil procedure, and legal ethics. Students also 

learn	to	navigate	the	criminal	justice	system	by	working	closely	with	the	U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	

in prosecutions against batterers of Clinic clients.

16 Professor deborah Epsteinwww.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/sdc/



fEdERAL LEGISLATIoN ANd AdmINISTRATIvE CLINIC 

In the Federal Legislation and Administrative Clinic, students become legislative lawyers.  A 

legislative lawyer is a person who recognizes the legal, policy, process, political, and personality 

elements of a legislative, regulatory, or policy problem; performs the research necessary to sup-

port or oppose legislative, regulatory, or policy change; develops creative solutions to problems 

at the intersection of law and policy; presents those solutions in clear, persuasive, concise, 

and precise oral and written forms; and works with advocacy coalitions and with Congress and 

Executive Branch to advance particular policy solutions. These are the skills that students are 

taught in the Clinic.

The Clinic’s primary policy focus is national security/foreign affairs, with emphasis on prepar-

ing students for the informal practice settings in which lawyers often advise senior leaders in 

Congress, the Executive Branch, and the advocacy community. Projects have included: nuclear 

arms control, cybersecurity, and passing legislation to create a congressional clerkship program. 

17
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hARRISoN INSTITuTE foR houSING & CommuNITy  
dEvELoPmENT 

Students	in	the	Harrison	Institute	for	Housing	&	Community	Development	empower	low-

income individual and community clients through transactional projects that seek to give those 

clients ownership and control of housing, businesses, and social services in their communities.

These projects include multifamily housing projects where students assist clients in the pur-

chase or conversion of housing into cooperatives or other forms of resident ownership and eco-

nomic development projects such as contract negotiation, drafting, corporate structuring, and 

community lending.  Clinic students gain a broad vision of what lawyers can do in low-income 

communities.  Students gain valuable organization and transactional skills negotiating with city 

officials, lenders, vendors, and property owners; helping to develop financial packages; drafting 

legal documents; and counseling clients about real estate, corporate affairs, and development. 

In addition, they learn audience-appropriate presentation and communication strategies and 

skills, all under the close supervision of clinic faculty.

18 www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/hi/housing.html



hARRISoN INSTITuTE foR PubLIC LAw

Students in the Harrison Institute for Public Law work on what Justice Brandeis called the 

“laboratories of democracy,” the capacity of state and local governments to be policy innovators. 

Clinic students work for clients that include legislatures, agencies, and national associations. 

They analyze law-making authority, present options for policy change, and draft policies based 

on client choices. Students also work with clients to defend their “policy space” in terms of 

national preemption or impact of international agreements.

The Clinic focuses on health, trade, and climate policies. The health team works to improve 

access to healthy food, regulate genetic discrimination, and reduce barriers to health care. The 

trade team provides analytic capacity that state governments need to cope with globalization, 

promote economic development, and preserve authority to regulate essential services such as en-

ergy and health care. The climate team supports the Georgetown Climate Center, which works 

with states to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to urban heat and sea level rise.

19
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“i want to make a personal appeal to the students who are out there considering what they 

want to do in their second and third year: you will never know the gratification you will feel 

helping someone retain their home. we are so appreciative of the work that the students did 

for us by helping us retain our home and become homeowners in a tenant housing project. 

you can see the happy faces of the children; you can see the happy faces of the seniors; peo-

ple are happy to see you coming; and you know you’ve left your mark somewhere and you’ve 

helped someone have a better life.  the work of the harrison students gave us power.  if it 

had not been for the harrison institute and the law students in their seeing and researching 

how we could attack this giant as little david, i don’t know how far we would have gotten.” 

ElsiE C. FlEming 

President, 1330 Tenants Association 
Senior Budget Analyst, District of Columbia 
Financial Analyst Certification, USDA Graduate School

SAvING homES
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INSTITuTE foR PubLIC REPRESENTATIoN  

The Institute for Public Representation (IPR) operates as a public interest law firm that focuses 

on communications, environmental, civil rights, and general public interest law. In recent years, 

students have worked on cutting-edge mass media issues from media ownership to children’s 

advertising; high-profile environmental cases, including cases seeking to limit pollution emis-

sion and exposure to toxic substances; and a wide range of civil rights and government ac-

countability cases, including cases concerning citizen access to government-held information, 

combatting workplace discrimination, and class action jurisprudence.

Under the supervision of the IPR faculty and fellows, students are exposed to high-level 

professional training and advocacy opportunities such as preparing comments and petitions 

for rulemaking to be filed with administrative agencies, drafting briefs and pleadings for court 

or administrative proceedings, drafting testimony and comments on proposed legislation, and 

presenting oral testimony before a variety of governmental bodies. The IPR faculty especially 

emphasizes improving student legal writing, research, and analytical thinking.

22 www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/ipr/



INTERNATIoNAL womEN’S humAN RIGhTS CLINIC

Students in the International Women’s Human Rights Clinic focus on using international, re-

gional, comparative, and national human rights law to prevent and redress violations of women’s 

human rights in other countries. The Clinic and its partners have been successful in drafting 

and passing new domestic laws in areas such as female genital mutilation, trafficking, and 

domestic violence, and in litigating for equal rights against discriminatory employment, divorce, 

criminal, and inheritance laws.

Working as “cause lawyers,” students collaborate with partner organizations in several African 

countries.	They	also	have	worked	with	NGOs	in	the	Philippines,	Poland,	and	Guyana.	The	stu-

dents function as a close-knit team, working with local human rights lawyers to develop policy, 

strategy, proposed legislation, or court challenges and human rights reports to advance women’s 

human rights issues. Under close faculty supervision, students work on a number of skills, from 

setting agendas, interviewing, and making oral arguments to developing persuasive briefs, bills, 

legislative memoranda, and human rights reports.

23
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“as a lawyer working in uganda for a long time on issues of women and human rights and 

trying to address issues of gender equality, for me the clinic has been very helpful. through 

the clinic’s students’ efforts, we were able to win the first sex-based challenge on discrimina-

tion against women in uganda, challenging a law where men could divorce women on the 

basis of adultery only but women had to prove two or more grounds, adultery being one 

of them. with hiV/aids hitting many african countries, including uganda, for women to be 

able to protect themselves from the virus by getting divorced from their husbands speaks for 

itself. we were able to take this to the Constitutional Court, and quite often we found our-

selves using the iwhrC students’ work because as an activist and a lawyer you find that you 

won’t have enough time to be able to do all the research. that’s why i believe the students’ 

work is very important; they’re working on a project that could eventually impact the lives of 

millions of women in uganda and other countries in africa.“

EsthEr KisaaKyE 

Justice of the Supreme Court, Uganda
LL.B., Makerere University, 1981 
LL.M., Georgetown University, 1994
S.J.D., American University, 2009

ChANGING womEN’S GLobAL  
STATuS 
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JuvENILE JuSTICE CLINIC

Students in the Juvenile Justice Clinic represent children charged with misdemeanor and 

felony	crimes	in	the	District	of	Columbia,	typically	involving	drug	possession	and	sale,	assault,	

burglary, weapons possession, and car theft. Clinic students also occasionally represent clients 

in special education and school disciplinary hearings.

Clinic students are responsible for all stages of their clients’ cases. Clinic faculty teach students 

to exercise good judgment and to plan litigation and settlement strategies that attain the client’s 

goals. Through their case work and in the classroom, Clinic students learn to think indepen-

dently, synthesize facts and legal principles, and develop interviewing, counseling, negotiation, 

and trial skills. Clinic students, faculty, and fellows provide highly effective representation to 

their clients by protecting the adolescent’s rights and interests in the juvenile justice system and 

working to improve the adolescent’s chances of becoming a productive citizen.

26 Professor Kris henningwww.law.georgetown.edu/clinics/jjc/



LAw STudENTS IN CouRT 

The	D.C.	Law	Students	in	Court	Program	(LSIC)	is	the	District’s	oldest	clinical	program,	with	

roots stretching back to the late 1960s. Clinic students assist people living in poverty in cases 

relating to eviction from their homes and in a variety of small claims, contract, and tort actions. 

Students	advocate	for	their	clients	before	judges	of	the	D.C.	Superior	Court	and	administrative	

law judges.

LSIC students learn trial skills, develop a practice-based understanding of an attorney’s profes-

sional	obligations,	and	provide	legal	services	for	many	of	D.C.’s	most	vulnerable	residents.	

Through an intense week-long orientation, direct client representation, and weekly seminars, 

LSIC offers students an opportunity to learn how to prepare a case for trial (including fact 

investigation	that	requires	field	work	throughout	the	District),	how	to	create	and	nurture	strong,	

trust-based attorney-client relationships, and how to advocate zealously in court hearings, 

mediation sessions, and administrative tribunals. At LSIC, Georgetown students work along-

side	students	from	other	District	law	schools	to	address	and	fight	the	consequences	of	poverty,	

prevent homelessness, and fight inequalities in our justice system.

27
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STREET LAw: hIGh SChooLS  

Students in the Street Law Clinic teach practical law to public high school students and adult 

learners	in	the	District	of	Columbia.	They	help	their	clients	learn	such	important	legal	concepts	

and skills as reading, comprehending and completing legal forms, responding appropriately to 

police and law enforcement, and seeking appropriate remedies for legal problems.

By teaching about the law, Clinic students teach their clients to develop basic academic skills 

such as reading, writing, listening, oral expression, problem solving and analytic thinking. 

Clinic students develop expertise and teach classes in negotiation, criminal law and procedure, 

individual rights, torts, family law, consumer law and housing law. Law students engage in sub-

stantial research and develop written lesson plans in preparation for teaching their class. Clinic 

students also learn teaching methodology and relevant substantive law.

29
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CLINICAL TEAChING  
fELLowShIPS
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In addition to the full-time faculty who teach in the clinics, each clinic also has graduate teach-

ing	fellows	who	directly	supervise	J.D.	students	enrolled	in	the	clinics,	assist	in	teaching	clinic	

seminars, and perform work on their own cases or other legal matters.  Each year, Georgetown 

Clinical Graduate Teaching Fellowships offer 10 to 14 new and experienced attorneys the 

opportunity to combine study with practice in the fields of clinical legal education and public 

interest advocacy.  While each clinic’s program varies in purpose, requirements, and duties, all 

of the clinical fellowships share a common goal: to provide highly motivated lawyers the chance 

to develop skills as teachers and legal advocates within an exciting and supportive educational 

environment. Graduates of Georgetown’s clinical fellowship program have gone on to presti-

gious positions in law teaching and public interest law settings.  More than 100 Georgetown 

fellows are now teaching at law schools across the country, including five deans of law schools 

and several more associate deans or directors of clinical programs. Many others are leaders in 

public interest law across a wide variety of subject areas.

31



fELLowShIP APPLICATIoN dATES

Fellowships usually begin in the late summer, with an intensive orientation designed to intro-

duce fellows to clinical teaching methods. The orientation is part of a year-long teacher training 

course, entitled Elements of Clinical Pedagogy. Upon completing the requirements for gradua-

tion, fellows are awarded the degree of Master of Laws (Advocacy).

The next available fellowships will commence in the summer of 2013. See below for applica-

tion deadlines.

The application deadlines for each clinic are listed below.  To apply for a fellowship, please go 

to the website for that clinic and follow the application process described by the clinic. Each 

clinic makes its own hiring decisions.  

•	 Appellate	Litigation	—	December 3, 2012

•	 Center	for	Applied	Legal	Studies	—	December 3, 2012

•	 The	Community	Justice	Project	—	December 3, 2012 

•	 Criminal	Defense	and	Prisoner	Advocacy,	Criminal	Justice	Clinic,	and	Juvenile	Justice	

Clinic	(Prettyman	&	Stiller	Fellows	—	November 2 , 2012 

•	 Domestic	Violence	—	November 2, 2012

•	 Federal	Legislation	&	Administrative	—	December 3, 2012 

•	 Harrison	Institute	for	Housing	&	Community	Development	—	March 3, 2013 

•	 Institute	for	Public	Representation	—	December 3, 2012

•	 Street	Law	Clinic	—	March 4, 2013

***With the exception of fellows in the Center for Applied Legal Studies and the Street Law Clinic, all 
fellows	must	be	members	of	the	D.C.	bar.	Fellowship	applicants	who	are	admitted	to	a	bar	elsewhere	must	
apply	to	waive	into	the	D.C.	bar	upon	accepting	their	fellowship	offer.	The	Law	Center	will	reimburse	
the	expense	of	waiving	into	the	D.C.	bar	incurred	by	those	fellows	who	have	already	taken	the	bar	exam	
elsewhere prior to accepting their fellowship offer.

32
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CLINICAL fACuLTy

34 Professor bob Stumberg



JANE AIKEN
Associate dean (Clinical Education and Public Service); Professor of Law; 
director, The Community Justice Project
B.A., Hollins College; J.D., New York University; LL.M., Georgetown

Dean	Aiken	joined	the	Georgetown	faculty	in	Fall	2007,	is	co-director	of	
The	Community	Justice	Project	and	serves	as	Associate	Dean	of	the	Clinical	
Education and Public Interest and Community Service Programs.  She spent 
ten years at Washington University School of Law where she was the William 

M.	Van	Cleve	Professor	of	Law.	She	was	a	Root-Tilden	Scholar	and	graduated	from	New	York	University	
School of Law. She received her LLM from Georgetown Law Center as a fellow in the Center for Applied 
Legal Studies. She is well-known for her work in clinical legal education and evidence. While at Washing-
ton	University,	she	was	the	Director	of	the	Civil	Justice	Clinic,	where	the	Clinic’s	cases	involved	a	wide	ar-
ray of legal issues focusing on abuse of power. These cases included domestic violence against women and 
children, clemency and parole, police brutality, municipal violations involving resisting arrest and habeas 
and	Section	1983	complex	litigation.	Dean	Aiken	has	taught	evidence	for	20	years.	She	is	an	American	Bar	
Foundation Fellow and a member of the American Law Institute.  She is a member of the ABA Council on 
Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar. She was a Fulbright Senior Scholar at Tribhuvan Law Campus 
in Kathmandu, Nepal during the Fall of 2001 and continues her work there, particularly in the area of 
women’s	rights.	In	2000	and	2001,	Dean	Aiken	was	a	Carnegie	Scholar	in	the	Carnegie	Academy	for	the	
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. Her research and writing include many articles about character 
evidence, domestic violence, and clinical pedagogy.

HOPE M. BABCOCK
Professor of Law; Co-director, Institute for Public Representation
B.A., Smith College; LL.B., Yale

Professor Babcock joined the faculty in 1991.  Before that she served as gen-
eral	counsel	to	the	National	Audubon	Society	from	1987–91	and	as	deputy	
general	counsel	and	Director	of	Audubon’s	Public	Lands	and	Water	Program	
from	1981–87.		Previously,	she	was	a	partner	with	Blum,	Nash	&	Railsback,	
where she focused on energy and environmental issues, and an associate at 

LeBoeuf,	Lamb,	Leiby	&	MacRae,	where	she	represented	utilities	in	the	nuclear	licensing	process.		From	
1977–79,	she	served	as	a	Deputy	Assistant	Secretary	of	Energy	and	Minerals	in	the	U.S.	Department	of	the	
Interior.  Professor Babcock teaches environmental and natural resources law at Georgetown and has taught 
environmental law as a visiting professor at Pace University Law School, and as an adjunct at the University 
of	Pennsylvania,	Yale,	Catholic	University,	and	Antioch	law	schools.		While	at	Pace,	she	co-directed	Pace’s	
environmental clinic.  Professor Babcock was a member of the Standing Committee on Environmental Law 
of the American Bar Association, served on the Clinton-Gore Transition Team, and is former Chair of the 
Natural Resources Law section of the American Association of Law Schools.  Professor Babcock’s scholarly 
writings include articles on natural resources and environmental law, environmental justice, environmental 
norms, takings, Indian law, and clinics.
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ANGELA J. CAMPBELL
Professor of Law; Co-director, Institute for Public Representation
B.A., Hampshire College; J.D., UCLA; LL.M., Georgetown

Professor	Campbell	joined	the	faculty	in	1988	and	is	Co-Director	of	the	Institute	for	
Public Representation where she is in charge of the First Amendment and Media 
Law project.  Prior to joining the Institute, she was an attorney with the Communica-
tions	and	Finance	Section	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	Justice	Antitrust	Division	and	in	
private	practice	as	an	associate	with	the	law	firm	Fisher,	Wayland,	Cooper	&	Leader.		

From 1981-83 she was a Graduate Fellow at the Institute.  Professor Campbell’s recent law review articles include 
A Historical Perspective on the Public’s Right of Access to the Media	(2007),	A Public Interest Perspective on the Impact 
of the Broadcasting Provisions of the 1996 Act (2006), and Restricting the Marketing of Junk Food to Children by 
Product Placement and Character Selling (2006).

JOHN M. COPACINO
Professor of Law; director, Criminal Justice Clinic and Co-director of the E. barrett 
Prettyman fellowship Program
B.A., M.A.T., Duke; J.D., University of Virginia; LL.M., Georgetown

Professor	Copacino	is	the	Director	of	the	Criminal	Justice	Clinic	and	the	Co-Director	
of the E. Barrett Pretty¬man graduate program in criminal trial advocacy.  Profes-
sor	Copacino	has	been	a	member	of	the	faculty	since	1987.		He	was	previously	the	
director of the Criminal Law and the Juvenile Law clinics at Antioch School of Law 

and	served	as	the	director	of	the	Suffolk	Defenders	criminal	defense	clinic	at	Suffolk	Law	School	while	a	Visiting	
Professor at that school.  Prof. Copacino was the third recipient of the Law Center’s Frank Flegal Teaching Award, 
given annually for outstanding contributions by full-time faculty to teaching at the Law Center.  He has tried crimi-
nal	cases	in	the	Superior	Court	since	1979,	serving	as	lead	trial	counsel	in	hundreds	of	felony	cases.		He	continues	
to represent clients in serious felonies and post-conviction litigation.  He is actively involved in efforts to improve 
the	practice	of	criminal	law	in	the	District	of	Columbia.		He	is	a	former	chair	of	the	Steering	Committee	of	the	
D.C.	Bar’s	Criminal	Law	and	Individual	Rights	Section	and	serves	on	numerous	Superior	Court	Criminal	Division	
committees.  He regularly participates in local and national training programs for criminal defense lawyers.          

MICHAEL DIAMOND
Professor of Law; director, harrison Institute for housing and  
Community development
B.A., Syracuse; J.D., Fordham; LL.M., N.Y.U.

Professor	Diamond	is	the	Director	of	Georgetown’s	Harrison	Institute	for	Housing	and	
Community	Development	and	its	Housing	and	Community	Development	Clinic.		Pri-
or	to	his	arrival	at	the	Law	Center,	Professor	Diamond	taught	at	American	University’s	
Washington College of Law and at Antioch University School of Law.  He has also 

been	a	Visiting	Professor	at	the	University	of	Puerto	Rico	and	at	Gonzaga	Law	School.		He	has	taught	Contracts,	
Business	Associations,	Property,	Housing	and	Economic	Development	and	has	written	extensively	in	these	fields.		
He has served as a consultant to the American Bar Association, the Central and Eastern European Law Initiative on 
proposed housing laws in Russia and Bosnia, and as a legal education specialist on a team conducting a mid term 
evaluation	of	the	U.S.	Agency	for	International	Development’s	Economic	Law	and	Improved	Procurement	System	
project	in	Indonesia.		He	has	also	been	of	counsel	to	the	law	firm	of	O’Toole,	Rothwell,	Nassau,	and	Steinbach.		
He has authored books on corporations and real estate law and has written several articles on poverty, community, 
corporations and property.
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DEBORAH EPSTEIN
Professor of Law; director, domestic violence Clinic
B.A., Brown; J.D., New York University

Professor	Epstein	joined	the	faculty	in	1993,	and	serves	as	Director	of	the	Domes-
tic	Violence	Clinic	and	was	Associate	Dean	of	the	Clinical	Education	and	Public	
Interest and Community Service Programs from 2005 to 2012.  Prior to joining the 
law	faculty,	Professor	Epstein	practiced	at	the	civil	rights	firm	of	Bernabei	&	Katz,	
representing	plaintiffs	in	sex	discrimination	suits,	and	clerked	for	Eastern	District	of	

Pennsylvania Judge Marvin Katz. From 1994-96, Professor Epstein co-chaired a multi-disciplinary effort to create 
a	new	Domestic	Violence	Unit	within	the	D.C.	Superior	Court	that	fundamentally	restructured	the	way	that	the	
local	justice	system	handles	civil	and	criminal	family	abuse	matters.	Until	2001,	she	co-directed	the	D.C.	Superior	
Court’s	Domestic	Violence	Intake	Center	and	directed	the	Emergency	Domestic	Relations	Project,	a	public	interest	
organization	providing	legal	and	educational	services	to	indigent	victims	of	intimate	abuse.	She	is	Chair	of	the	D.C.	
Domestic	Violence	Fatality	Review	Team,	a	member	of	the	Mayor’s	Commission	on	Violence	Against	Women,	the	
D.C.	Domestic	Violence	Coordinating	Council,	and	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	D.C.	Coalition	Against	Domestic	
Violence.	She	is	the	author	of	numerous	publications	in	the	area	of	domestic	violence	law;	her	most	recent	book	
is Listening to Battered Women: A Survivor-Centered Approach to Advocacy, Mental Health and Justice (Washington, 
D.C.:	American	Psychological	Association	2008).

CHAI FELDBLUM
Professor of Law; director, federal Legislation and Administrative Clinic
B.A., Barnard College; J.D., Harvard

Professor	Feldblum	first	joined	the	faculty	as	a	visiting	professor	for	the	1991–93	
academic years.  From 2010 to 2012,  Professor Feldblum was a Commissioner at the 
Equal	Employment	Opportunity	Commission.		In	1993,	she	established	a	new	law	
school clinic, the Federal Legislation and Administrative Clinic, and has served as 
the	Clinic’s	Director	ever	since.		Prior	to	joining	the	law	faculty,	Professor	Feldblum	

worked	as	a	legislative	counsel	at	the	AIDS	Action	Council,	and	at	the	ACLU	AIDS	Project,	focusing	on	federal	
legislation	concerning	AIDS.		She	clerked	for	First	Circuit	Court	of	Appeals	Judge	Frank	M.	Coffin	in	1985,	and	
for	Supreme	Court	Justice	Harry	A.	Blackmun	in	1986.		From	1989–90,	Professor	Feldblum	played	a	leading	role	
in	the	drafting	and	negotiating	of	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act,	a	law	that	prohibits	discrimination	based	on	
disability.  She has also worked extensively in advancing gay and lesbian rights, particularly in the drafting of the 
Employment Nondiscrimination Act.  Professor Feldblum engages in scholarly work and practical advocacy in the 
areas of disability rights, lesbian and gay rights, and health and social welfare legislation.

STEVEN H. GOLDBLATT
Professor of Law; director, Appellate Litigation Program; faculty director, Supreme 
Court Institute
B.A., Franklin & Marshall; J.D., Georgetown

After	graduating	from	the	Law	Center	in	1970,	Professor	Goldblatt	was	an	Assistant	
District	Attorney	and	then	a	Deputy	District	Attorney	of	Philadelphia.		In	1981	he	
returned to the Law Center to run the Appellate Litigation Program with Professor 
Samuel	Dash.			He	regularly	files	briefs	and	appears	in	federal	courts	of	appeals	and	

has argued five cases in the Supreme  Court of the United States including four on behalf of Appellate Litigation 
Program clients.  He is the faculty-director of Georgetown’s Supreme Court Institute and also serves as the Chair of 
the Rules Advisory Committee of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.  He has previously served on the 
ABA Criminal Justice Standards Committee and been the chair of the ABA Criminal Justice Section Amicus Curiae 
Briefs Committee (1982-1999).  In 1985, he was a member of the ABA committee that issued the report, Appellate 
Litigation Skills Training: The Role of the Law Schools.  He served as reporter to the ABA Criminal Justice Section’s 
Special Committee on Criminal Justice in a Free Society.  That committee’s report, Criminal Justice in Crisis, was 
published in 1988.  In 1992, he was the reporter to the ABA Task Force on Minorities in the Justice System.  Its 
July 1992 report was adopted by the ABA.
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KRISTIN N. HENNING
Professor of Law; Co-director, Juvenile Justice Clinic
B.A., Duke University; J.D., Yale Law School; LL.M., Georgetown

Professor Henning came to Georgetown in 1995 as a Stewart-Stiller Fellow in the 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Clinics.  As a Fellow she represented adults and chil-
dren	in	the	D.C.	Superior	Court,	while	supervising	law	students	in	the	Juvenile	Justice	
Clinic.	In	1997,	Professor	Henning	joined	the	staff	of	the	Public	Defender	Service	
for	the	District	of	Columbia,	where	she	served	as	the	Lead	Attorney	for	the	Juvenile	

Unit designed to meet the multi-disciplinary needs of children in juvenile court.  Professor Henning returned to 
the Georgetown faculty in 2001.  Professor Henning has been active in local, regional and national juvenile justice 
reform,	serving	on	the	Board	of	the	Mid-Atlantic	Juvenile	Defender	Center,	the	Board	of	Directors	for	the	Center	
for	Children’s	Law	and	Policy,	and	the	D.C.	Department	of	Youth	Rehabilitation	Services	Advisory	Board	and	Over-
sight	Committee.		She	has	served	as	a	consultant	to	organizations	such	as	the	New	York	Department	of	Corrections	
and the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission, and was appointed as a reporter for the ABA Task Force on 
Juvenile Justice Standards.  Professor Henning has published a number of law review articles on the role of child’s 
counsel, the role of parents in delinquency cases, confidentiality and victims’ rights in juvenile courts, and therapeu-
tic	jurisprudence	in	the	juvenile	justice	system.	Professor	Henning	also	traveled	to	Liberia	in	2006	and	2007	to	aid	
the country in juvenile justice reform and was awarded the 2008 Shanara Gilbert Award by the Clinical Section of 
the Association of American Law Schools in May for her commitment to social justice on behalf of children. 

VIDA JOHNSON 
visiting Associate Professor of Law; Criminal Justice Clinic, and the Criminal Justice 
and Prisoner Advocacy Clinics
B.A., University of California, Berkeley; J.D., New York University 

Professor Johnson, prior to joining Georgetown University Law Center, was a supervis-
ing	attorney	in	the	Trial	Division	at	the	Public	Defender	Service	for	the	District	of	Co-
lumbia	(PDS),	where	she	worked	for	eight	years.		At	PDS	Ms.	Johnson	was	assigned	
to	the	most	serious	cases	at	the	“Felony	One”	level,	and	her	experience	included	

numerous	trials	in	D.C.	Superior	Court	representing	indigent	clients	facing	charges	including	homicide,	sexual	as-
sault,	and	armed	offenses.		Ms.	Johnson’s	responsibilities	at	PDS	also	included	supervising	other	trial	attorneys	and	
serving	as	one	of	the	agency’s	two	representatives	to	the	D.C.	Superior	Court	Sentencing	Guidelines	Commission.		
In	2009,	Ms.	Johnson	was	a	Visiting	Associate	Professor	in	the	Juvenile	Justice	Clinic	at	Georgetown	University	
Law	Center.		Before	joining	PDS,	Professor	Johnson	was	an	E.	Barrett	Prettyman	fellow	at	Georgetown	University	
Law	Center.		As	a	fellow	she	represented	indigent	adults	in	the	D.C.	Superior	Court	and	supervised	students	in	the	
Criminal	Justice	Clinic.		Ms.	Johnson	received	her	B.A.	from	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley	and	her	J.D.	
from	New	York	University.

DAVID KOPLOW
Professor of Law; Co-director, Center for Applied Legal Studies
B.A., Harvard, Queens College at Oxford; J.D., Yale

Professor Koplow has been at Georgetown since 1981.  With Professor Schrag, he 
directs the Center for Applied Legal Studies, in which students provide pro bono 
representation to refugees who seek asylum in the United States because of persecu-
tion in their homelands due to race, religion, political opinion, etc.  From 2009-2011, 
Professor Koplow served as Special Counsel for Arms Control to the General Counsel 

of	the	U.S.	Department	of	Defense.		Professor	Koplow	also	teaches	International	Law	I	(the	introductory	survey	
of a range of public international law topics) and a seminar in the area of national security, arms control, weapons 
proliferation,	and	terrorism.		Professor	Koplow	has	twice	served	in	the	U.S.	government.		From	1978	to	1981,	
he	served	as	attorney-advisor	and	as	special	assistant	to	the	director	of	the	U.S.	Arms	Control	and	Disarmament	
Agency.		From	1997	to	1999,	he	was	Deputy	General	Counsel	(International	Affairs)	at	the	U.S.	Department	of	
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Defense.		He	has	served	on	the	boards	of	directors	of	the	Lawyers	Alliance	for	World	Security,	Legal	Counsel	for	
the	Elderly,	and	section	2	of	the	D.C.	Bar.		Most	of	his	scholarly	writing	concentrates	in	the	areas	of	international	
law, arms control, U.S. foreign affairs law, and verification of compliance with treaties.

WALLACE J. MLYNIEC
Lupo-Ricci Professor of Clinical Legal Studies; director, Juvenile Justice Clinic
B.S., Northwestern; J.D., Georgetown    

Professor	Wallace	J.	Mlyniec	is	the	Director	of	the	Juvenile	Justice	Clinic	and	assists	
with the training of fellows in the Clinical Fellowship Program. He is the author of 
numerous books and articles concerning criminal law, the law relating to children and 
families, and teaching. He was the director of the Judicial Conference Study on ABA 
Criminal Justice Standards, the administrator of the Emergency Bail Fund, and served 

as a consultant to the San Jose State University and University of Maryland Schools of Social Work, the ABA’s 
National Resource Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, several law schools, and the California Bar Examiners. 
Professor Mlyniec has been a member of the A.B.A. Juvenile Justice Committee since 1995 and was its chair from 
1998	to	2005.		He	is	currently	a	chair	of	the	Board	of	Directors	for	the	National	Juvenile	Defender	Center.		He	was	
on the AALS Standing Committee on Clinical Education for several years and served as chair in 1992. Professor 
Mlyniec was a recipient of a Bicentennial Fellowship from the Swedish government to study their child welfare 
system	and	was	a	Distinguished	Visiting	Scholar	in	Pediatric	Law	at	Loyola	University	Law	School’s	ChildLaw	Pro-
gram. He is also the recipient of the William Pincus award for his contributions to clinical legal education and the 
Stuart	Stiller	Award,	the	AALS	Robert	Drinan	Award,	and	the	Law	Students	in	Court	Lever	Award	for	legal	service	
in the public interest.

ALICIA PLERHOPLES
A.B., Harvard; J.D., Yale; M.P.A., Princeton

Professor Plerhoples joined the Law Center faculty in 2012 and will direct George-
town’s Transactional Clinic in the Fall of 2013. She is a graduate of Princeton Univer-
sity’s	Woodrow	Wilson	School	of	International	and	Public	Policy	and	Yale	Law	School	
where	she	served	as	senior	editor	of	the	Yale	Law	Journal	and	articles	editor	of	the	Yale	
Journal	of	Law	&	Feminism.	Professor	Plerhoples	practiced	real	estate	finance	and	
corporate	finance	law	in	both	New	York	City	and	Silicon	Valley	prior	to	entering	aca-

demia.	She	has	completed	two	post-graduate	fellowships,	the	first	at	Stanford	Law	School	as	the	Orrick,	Herrington	
&	Sutcliffe	Clinical	Teaching	Fellow	with	the	Organizations	&	Transactions	Clinic,	and	the	second	at	the	University	
of	California	Hastings	College	of	the	Law	as	a	Visiting	Assistant	Professor	in	business	law	and	clinical	education.	
Professor Plerhoples’ scholarship explores hybrid business entities and their governance.  Professor Plerhoples’ 
teaching interests include transactional law and clinical education. Currently, she is developing a transactional law 
clinic for the Law Center that will serve the legal needs of social entrepreneurs and nonprofit organizations. Ms. 
Plerhoples	will	be	starting	a	clinic	called	Social	Venture	and	Nonprofit	Law	Clinic	in	2013-2014.		In	this	clinic,	
students will provide business and transactional legal services to social enterprises and nonprofit organizations and 
advise social entrepreneurs and senior nonprofit managers on formation, compliance, governance, transactional, and 
operational matters.
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RICHARD L. ROE
Professor of Law; director, d.C. Street Law Clinic
B.A., Yale; J.D., University of Maine

Professor	Roe	directs	the	Law	Center’s	D.C.	Street	Law	Clinic	and	specializes	in	edu-
cating the public about the law.  Prior to joining the Law Center faculty in 1983, he 
served	as	Program	Director	of	the	National	Institute	for	Citizen	Education	in	the	Law	
and	Executive	Director	of	the	Coalition	for	Law	Related	Education	in	Washington,	
D.C.		He	has	conducted	numerous	workshops	throughout	the	country	on	teaching	

about the law to the public.  He is the co-author of the high school textbook, Great Trials in American History.  He 
has reviewed upcoming arguments in Preview of Supreme Court Cases, written several articles for Update on Law 
Related Education, edited the ABA publication Putting on Mock Trials and is the author of Valuing Student Speech 
in	the	California	Law	Review.		Professor	Roe	was	the	founder	and	Director	of	the	D.C.	Family	Literacy	Project,	
which taught prisoners and homeless families how to read with their children and other developmentally appropri-
ate practices.  His present research focuses on learning theory and its implications for law and law teaching.

SUSAN DELLER ROSS
Professor of Law; director, International women’s human Rights Clinic
B.A., Knox; J.D., New York University

Professor Ross has taught courses at Georgetown on International and Compara-
tive	Law	on	Women’s	Human	Rights,	Family	Law,	Equal	Employment	Opportunity,	
and Gender and the Law.  In January 1999 she founded and directed a new clinical 
program	at	Georgetown	–	the	International	Women’s	Human	Rights	Clinic.		From	
1983	until	then,	she	served	as	Director	of	Georgetown’s	Sex	Discrimination	Clinic	and	

taught clinical courses focused on women’s rights issues such as employment discrimination and domestic violence. 
Her publications include law school casebooks, Women’s Human Rights: The International and Comparative Law 
Casebook (2008), Sex Discrimination and the Law	(co-author)	(1996,	2d	ed.,	and	1975),	a	book	for	lay	audiences	on	
The Rights of Women (4 eds.), and numerous articles on subjects such as polygamy, fact-finding, pregnancy discrimi-
nation, sexual harassment, and parental leave.  She has also lectured and served as a consultant on international 
and comparative perspectives on women’s human rights in India, Mongolia, Lithuania, Guatemala, and Madagas-
car. In the Clinic, Georgetown faculty and students work collaboratively with women’s human rights advocates in 
African, Eastern European, Latin American, and Middle Eastern countries, on issues ranging from “honor” killings 
of women and female genital mutilation to sex discrimination in employment, marital property, and intestate suc-
cession.  Before joining the Georgetown faculty in 1983, Professor Ross served as Special Litigation Counsel for 
Sex	Discrimination	in	the	Civil	Rights	Division	at	the	US	Justice	Department	and	Clinical	Director	of	the	ACLU	
Women’s	Rights	Project.		She	also	worked	in	the	General	Counsel’s	Office	of	the	Equal	Employment	Opportunity	
Commission	and	taught	as	an	adjunct	or	visiting	law	professor	at	George	Washington,	Columbia,	NYU,	and	Rutgers	
(Newark).		She	served	in	the	Peace	Corps	from	1965-1967	in	Ivory	Coast,	West	Africa.		

DAKOTA S. RUDESILL
visiting Associate Professor of Law; Interim director, federal Legislation and Ad-
ministrative Clinic
B.A., St. Olaf College; J.D., Yale

Professor Rudesill joined the faculty as a part-time visiting professor in Spring 2010 
and	in	Fall	2010	became	full-time	Interim	Director	of	the	Federal	Legislation	and	
Administrative Clinic (FLAC).  He is a practitioner and scholar of national security 
policy and law and has advised senior leaders in all three branches of the federal 

government.  He worked for the U.S. Congress for nine years, principally as the senior professional staff member 
for the Senate Budget Committee responsible for defense, intelligence, and international affairs spending, and as 
national security legislative assistant to Senator Kent Conrad.  In the Executive Branch, Professor Rudesill was a 
member	of	the	Obama-Biden	Presidential	Transition	Team,	where	he	advised	the	President’s	nominees	for	Direc-
tor	of	National	Intelligence	and	CIA	Director	as	they	prepared	for	Senate	confirmation.		Thereafter,	he	served	
as	Special	Assistant	in	the	Policy,	Plans,	and	Requirements	directorate	of	the	Office	of	the	Director	of	National	
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Intelligence	(ODNI),	and	as	ODNI	representative	to	the	President’s	Detention	Policy	Task	Force.		Previously,	in	the	
Judicial Branch, Professor Rudesill was a law clerk to the Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit.  Under Professor Rudesill’s direction, the FLAC is focusing on national security, including nuclear arms 
control and cybersecurity, and advocating for creation of a law clerk program in Congress.

ANDREW SCHOENHOLTZ
visiting Professor of Law; Co-director, Center for Applied Legal Studies
B.A., Hamilton; J.D., Harvard; Ph.D., Brown

Professor Schoenholtz directs the Center for Applied Legal Studies at the Law Center, 
where students represent non-citizens claiming asylum from persecution in immigra-
tion removal proceedings.  He also directs the Certificate in Refugees and Humanitar-
ian	Emergencies	and	is	the	Deputy	Director	of	Georgetown	University’s	Institute	for	
the Study of International Migration.  He teaches courses on Refugee Law and Policy, 

Refugees	and	Humanitarian	Emergencies,	Immigration	Law	and	Policy,	and	the	Rights	of	Detained	Immigrants.”.		
Prior	to	teaching	at	the	Law	Center,	Professor	Schoenholtz	served	as	Deputy	Director	of	the	U.S.	Commission	on	
Immigration	Reform	and	practiced	immigration,	asylum	and	international	law	with	the	Washington,	D.C.	law	firm	
of	Covington	&	Burling.		Dr.	Schoenholtz	has	conducted	fact-finding	missions	in	Haiti,	Cuba,	Ecuador,	Germany,	
Croatia, Bosnia, Malawi, and Zambia to study root causes of forced migration, refugee protection, long-term 
solutions to mass migration emergencies, and humanitarian relief operations.  He researches and writes regularly 
on refugee law and policy.  His publications include:  Rejecting Refugees: Homeland Security’s Administration of 
the One-Year Bar to Asylum (co-author); Refugee Roulette:  Disparities in Asylum Adjudication (co-author); Refugee 
Protection in the United States Post-September 11th; The Uprooted:  Improving Humanitarian Responses to Forced 
Migration (chapter on “Improving Legal Frameworks”); and Aiding and Abetting Persecutors: The Seizure and Return 
of Haitian Refugees in Violation of the U.N. Refugee Convention and Protocol.

PHILIP G. SCHRAG
delaney family Professor of Public Interest Law; Co-director, Center for Applied 
Legal Studies
A.B., Harvard; LL.B., Yale

Professor Schrag teaches Civil Procedure and directs the Center for Applied Legal 
Studies, in which students represent refugees who are seeking political asylum in the 
United	States.		He	is	also	the	Director	of	the	Public	Interest	Law	Scholars	Program,	
through which selected law students who plan careers as public interest lawyers 

receive scholarship grants and special academic enrichment and guidance in that field.  Before joining the Law 
Center	faculty	in	1981,	he	was	assistant	counsel	to	the	NAACP	Legal	Defense	Educational	Fund,	Consumer	
Advocate	of	the	City	of	New	York,	a	professor	at	Columbia	University	Law	School,	and	Deputy	General	Counsel	
of	the	U.S.	Arms	Control	and	Disarmament	Agency,	from	which	he	received	a	Meritorious	Honor	Award	in	1981.		
Professor Schrag has also had a distinguished and varied career in civic service, which has included positions as a 
delegate	to	the	District	of	Columbia	Statehood	Constitutional	Convention	in	1982,	an	editor	and	consultant	on	
consumer	protection	during	the	Carter-Mondale	transition,	a	consultant	to	the	New	York	State	Consumer	Protec-
tion Board, a consultant to the Governor’s Advisory Council of Puerto Rico, and an Academic Specialist for the 
United	States	Information	Agency	in	the	Czech	Republic	and	Hungary.		In	addition,	he	drafted	New	York	City’s	
Consumer Protection Act of 1969.  He is also a prolific author, having written dozens of articles on consumer law, 
nuclear arms control, political asylum, and various other topics for both law journals and popular publications.  He 
is the author of fourteen books, including A Well-founded Fear: The Congressional Battle to Save Political Asylum in 
America (Routledge, 2000); Asylum Denied: A Refugee’s Struggle for Safety in America (with Kenney, Univ. of Calif. 
Press 2008); and Refugee Roulette: Disparities in Asylum Adjudication and Proposals for Reform (with Ramji-Nogales 
and	Schoenholtz,	N.Y.U.	Press,	2009).		In	2008,	he	was	honored	with	the	Deborah	C.	Rhode	award	for	public	
service;	the	Daniel	Levy	Memorial	Award	for	outstanding	achievement	in	immigration	law;	the	Equal	Justice	Works	
Outstanding	Law	Faculty	Award;	and	the	Myers	Outstanding	Book	Award	for	Asylum	Denied.	
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COLLEEN SHANAHAN
visiting Associate Professor of Law; Co-director, The Community Justice Project 
A.B., Princeton University; J.D., Columbia

Professor Shanahan joined the faculty as a visiting associate professor in 2012 and is 
Co-Director	of	The	Community	Justice	Project.		Her	scholarly	work	includes	the	areas	
of clinical education, the intersection of civil and criminal law, and access to justice.  
Her recent articles include Significant Entanglements: A Framework for the Civil 
Consequences of Criminal Convictions (2012) and Cultivating Justice for the Working 

Poor: Clinical Representation of Unemployment Claimants (2011).  Prior to her arrival at the Law Center, Profes-
sor	Shanahan	was	in	private	practice	at	Williams	&	Connolly	in	Washington,	DC	and	Hangley	Aronchick	Segal	&	
Pudlin	in	Philadelphia	and	was	a	law	clerk	for	Third	Circuit	Court	of	Appeals	Judge	Jane	Roth	and	Eastern	District	
of Pennsylvania Judge Michael Baylson.  She previously taught as an adjunct professor at Columbia Law School and 
from 2010-2012 was a fellow in the Community Justice Project.  

ABBE SMITH
Professor of Law, director of the Criminal defense and Prisoner Advocacy Clinic, 
Co-director of the E. barrett Prettyman fellowship Program
B.A., Yale; J.D.; New York University 

She joined the Georgetown University law faculty in 1996.  Prior to Georgetown, Pro-
fessor	Smith	was	Deputy	Director	of	the	Criminal	Justice	Clinic,	Clinical	Instructor,	
and Lecturer on Law at Harvard Law School.  Professor Smith has also taught at City 
University	New	York	Law	School,	Temple	University	School	of	Law,	American	Univer-

sity Washington College of Law, and the University of Melbourne (Australia) Law School, where she was a Senior 
Fulbright Scholar.  Professor Smith teaches and writes in the areas of criminal defense, legal ethics, juvenile justice, 
and clinical legal education.  In addition to law journal articles, she is the author of Case of a Lifetime: A Criminal 
Defense Lawyer’s Story (Palgrave MacMillan 2008), co-author of Understanding Lawyers’ Ethics (Lexis-Nexis 2004, 
4th ed. Forthcoming 2010), and co-editor of the forthcoming How Can You Represent Those People? (Palgrave-Mac-
Millan,	2013).		Professor	Smith	began	her	legal	career	at	the	Defender	Association	of	Philadelphia,	where	she	was	a	
trial attorney from 1982 to 1990.  She continues to be actively engaged in indigent defense and frequently presents 
at	public	defender	and	legal	aid	training	programs	in	the	US	and	abroad.		Professor	Smith	is	on	the	Board	of	Direc-
tors	of	the	National	Juvenile	Defender	Center	and	the	Bronx	Defenders,	is	a	longtime	member	of	the	National	
Lawyers Guild and American Civil Liberties Union, and was elected to the American Board of Criminal Lawyers in 
2010.  Professor Smith is also a published cartoonist.

ROBERT K. STUMBERG
Professor of Law; director, harrison Institute for Public Law
B.A., Macalester; J.D., LL.M., Georgetown

Professor Stumberg is director of the Harrison Institute for Public Law, which 
provides legal and policy services to public officials and nonprofit organizations.  His 
published work on how trade policy affects governance includes NAFTA Services and 
Climate Change; The WTO, Environment & Service; GATS & Electricity; Trade Policy 
& Prescription Drugs; Federalism & Political Accountability under Global Trade Rules 

(with Matthew Porterfield), Preemption & Human Rights; and Sovereignty by Subtraction: The Multilateral Agreement 
on Investment.  His previous work was on legislation, economic development, community lending and housing 
policy.		After	receiving	his	J.D.	from	Georgetown,	he	was	a	Georgetown	teaching	fellow,	and	he	later	served	as	Policy	
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Director	of	the	Center	for	Policy	Alternatives	in	Washington,	DC.		He	has	served	on	the	boards	of	directors	of	the	
Center for the Study of Services, publisher of Consumer Checkbook magazines; the AALS Section on Legislation, 
which	he	chaired;	Susanna	Wesley	House,	which	he	chaired;	the	Committee	of	100	on	the	Federal	City;	the	D.C.	
Housing	Action	Council;	and	the	D.C.	Mutual	Housing	Association.

DAVID VLADECK
Professor of Law; Co-director, Institute for Public Representation
B.A., NYU; J.D., Columbia; LL.M., Georgetown

Professor	Vladeck	joined	the	Law	Center	faculty	in	2002	after	spending	over	25	years	
at Public Citizen Litigation Group, a nationally prominent public interest law firm 
based	in	Washington,	D.C.,	becoming	its	Director	in	1992.		From	2009	to	2012,	
Professor	Vladek	served	He	has	handled	a	broad	range	of	litigation,	including	First	
Amendment, health and safety, civil rights, class actions, national security and open 

government cases.  He has argued a number of cases before the United States Supreme Court, state courts of last 
resort, and more than 50 cases before the federal courts of appeal.  He also testifies before Congress, writes on ad-
ministrative law, preemption and First Amendment and serves as a Scholar with the Center for Progressive Reform.  
He	was	previously	a	Public	Member	of	the	Administrative	Conference	of	the	United	States.		Professor	Vladeck	was	
a graduate teaching fellow at the Law Center’s Institute for Public Representation, and he joined the adjunct faculty 
in	1987.		He	was	a	visiting	professor	at	the	Law	Center	from	spring	1999	through	spring	2000,	teaching	Civil	
Procedure and a seminar in first amendment litigation.  He has also taught Federal Courts, Government Processes, 
and seminars on civil litigation.  

BRIAN WOLFMAN
visiting Professor of Law; Co-director, Institute for Public Representation
B.A., University of Pennsylvania; J.D., Harvard

Professor Wolfman joined the faculty in 2009 after spending nearly 20 years at the 
national public interest law firm Public Citizen Litigation Group, serving the last five 
years	as	the	Litigation	Group’s	Director.	Before	that,	for	five	years,	he	conducted	trial	
and appellate litigation as a staff lawyer at a rural poverty law program in Arkansas. 
Professor Wolfman has handled a broad range of litigation, including cases involving 

health and safety regulation, class action governance, court access issues, federal preemption, consumer law, public 
benefits law, and government transparency. He has argued five cases before the Supreme Court (winning four) and 
dozens of other cases before federal and state appellate courts and trial courts around the country. He directed 
Public Citizen’s Supreme Court Assistance Project, which helps “underdog” public interest clients litigate before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. He has testified before Congress and federal rules committees, and he is an Advisor to the 
American Law Institute’s project on the Principles of the Law of Aggregate Litigation. Before joining the George-
town faculty, he regularly taught a course on appellate courts at Harvard Law School and previously taught a variety 
of	courses	at	Georgetown,	Stanford,	Vanderbilt,	and	American.	
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PRACTICum CouRSES
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Georgetown Law School is on the cutting-edge in offering practicum courses to our students.  

Practicum courses combine a substantive seminar class and student field work in a related area.   

Practicum courses give students opportunities to “learn by doing.”  In practicum courses, all 

of the students in the class take the same substantive seminar.  Each student also is assigned 

either to a field placement at an external organization or to a project that relates to the seminar 

topic.		During	the	seminar,	students	are	encouraged	to	critically	reflect	on	the	meaning	of	their	

field work experiences and what it means to be a lawyer practicing in this field.   These courses 

provide students the opportunity to cultivate a skill set relevant to practice in a smaller class 

setting, develop a relationship with a faculty member, do real lawyering work, and interact with 

peers.  These courses also can help students test a hunch about their interest in a practice area 

or setting and network with lawyers who practice in this area.  

The essential idea in a practicum course is that: (1) students will bring their field experiences 

into class discussion, (2) professors will actively assist students in making these seminar-field 

work connections, and (3) professors will provide multiple opportunities for students to criti-

cally reflect on the meaning of their field experiences.  

Although these courses might take a number of different forms, there are two basic models 

that have been successful. In the first model, students are assigned to work on projects or cases 

that are related to the seminar course and are of practical value to the supervising professor or 

a partner organization. Examples of projects include research into possible impact litigation, 

commentary on proposed regulations, community education, client intake or issue and policy 

development.  Projects are assigned to groups of students in the class, and the students create a 

useful work product for the partner organization.  In the second model, students are assigned to 

field work placements that look more like traditional externships.  These placements could all 

be located at the organizational “home” of the adjunct professor or they could be located at dif-

ferent	organizations	with	a	related	legal	focus.		During	class,	the	professor	draws	out	seminar-

field work connections that integrate theory and practice. In both models, students actively 

make connections between the theory and practice of law and reflect on how lawyers in the 

given field do more to effectively represent their clients.
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PRACTICum CouRSES 2012-13

Advanced Environmental Law: Climate Change Experiential Learning Seminar (V. Arroyo) 

This practicum course examines the evolving legal and policy developments concerning global climate change and 
provides students the opportunity to engage in hands-on work with policymakers in addressing the issue. Students 
prepare papers and make presentations in class and to outside clients on topics being analyzed for states through 
the work of the Georgetown Climate Center of Georgetown Law.

Advocating with and on behalf of People with Developmental Disabilities: Contemporary Issues, Challenges and 
Legal Advocacy Opportunities (E. Leveton) 

This practicum course gives a detailed overview of the complex laws that govern the rights and restrictions of people 
living with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Students develop practical legal and advocacy skills while 
working	directly	with	and	for	people	with	developmental	disabilities	in	the	District	through	a	field	placement	at	the	
Quality	Trust	for	Individuals	with	Disabilities.	

Animal Protection Litigation Seminar (J. Lovvorn) 

This practicum course explores the process of animal protection litigation in an effort to better understand the 
status and treatment of animals in the courts.  Students are placed at the Humane Society of the United States for 
their field work.  

Child Welfare Law and Practice in the District of Columbia (Judge McKenna) 

This	practicum	course,	taught	by	a	D.C.	Superior	Court	Judge,	focuses	on	the	workings	of	the	child	welfare	system	in	
the	District	of	Columbia.		In	the	field	work	component,	students	are	placed	with	child	welfare	related	organizations.

Dealing with Compliance: Research on Human Subjects (H. Feldman ) 

Through a combination of class sessions and field work, this practicum course introduces students to the issue of 
regulatory compliance as it arises in the context of research on human subjects. The course also calls upon students 
to consider general issues that relate to regulatory compliance in a variety of fields by offering chances to compare 
research regulation with financial and safety regulation.  
 
De-Criminalizing Mental Illness: Prison Reform Advocacy in Litigation and Beyond (G. Rohr & D. Golden) 

This practicum course examines the American criminal legal system through the prism of mental health and the 
overreliance on punitive responses to behaviors related to mental illness. Students explore the possible roles for 
lawyers in reform movements by dong field work with various nonprofit organizations involved in prison litigation, 
policy reform, individual and cause advocacy, and community organizing. 

Entertainment/ Media Counseling (D. Brenner) 

This	practicum	course	in	entertainment	law	combines	seminar	lectures	–	with	the	goal	to	strengthen	a	student’s	
understanding of the economics of the entertainment industry: which entities have leverage in negotiations, which 
industries	will	become	the	main	players	in	content	distribution	going	forward	–		with	field	work	experience	in	the	
entertainment industry. 
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Federal Fraud and Prosecution – Theory and Law (J. O’Sullivan & N. Edmonds) 

This practicum course immerses students in the law, theory, and practice of federal fraud prosecutions, with the 
primary teaching goal for the students to experience the complexity and challenges of investigating economic crime. 
Students	work	for	at	least	15	hours	per	week	in	the	Fraud	Section	of	the	Criminal	Division	of	the	U.S.	Department	
of Justice and are assigned to one of three units within the Fraud Section: the Corporate, Securities, and Financial 
Institution Fraud Unit; the Foreign Corrupt Practice Act Unit; or the Health Care Fraud Unit. 

Fighting Organized Crime in the 21st Century (B. Ohr) 

This practicum course introduces students to the challenges involved in fighting organized crime in a transnational 
setting using both traditional and non-traditional methods. The practice component of the course supplements and 
informs students’ understanding of each of the themes of the course through internships in various Sections and 
Offices	of	the	Justice	Department’s	Criminal	Division.	

Gender, Sexual and Reproductive Health, and Human Rights Law (O. Cabrera, F. Gomez-Lugo) 

This practicum course focuses on the interaction between international human rights law and sexual and reproduc-
tive health. For the fieldwork, students work with external partners on legal and policy projects related to sexual and 
reproductive health. 

Gender-Based Violence and Human Rights (L. Avalos)  

This practicum course explores the relationship between gender-based violence and human rights and the question 
of how to approach solutions to the issue.  The practicum component gives students the opportunity to work on 
legal and/or policy projects for an external partner that address particular types of gender-based violence such as 
rape, female genital mutilation, child marriage, and honor killings.

How to Work the Hill: A Guide to Lawyering in the Congress (K. Corrigan) 

The seminar portion of this class provides an overview of legislative lawyering as an intellectual discipline, a legal 
practice, a public service, and a constitutional imperative. The practice-based component of the curriculum 
includes	externship	placements	in	both	the	House	and	Senate	—	students	work	with	committee	staff,	legislative	
counsel, or on oversight investigations. In addition to the externship, students collaborate on an in-class project and 
present their work product in briefings on the Hill. 

Human Rights at the Intersection of Trade and Corporate Responsibility (M. Roggensack, E. Biel) 

This practicum course exposes and involves students in addressing the challenges facing businesses in integrating 
the emerging international norms on corporate accountability. In the practicum component, students work with a 
new initiative under the auspices of one of the most well-established multi-stakeholder initiative, the Fair Labor 
Association, conducting legal research on existing hard and soft law mechanisms and gaps, conducting interviews 
with stakeholders, helping to identify goals and impediments as well as areas of possible consensus, and developing 
creative strategies to address these concerns. 

Human Rights Fact-Finding Seminar: Marginalized Communities and the Right to Safe Water (R. Taylor) 

This	practicum	course	gives	students	an	opportunity	to	work	as	human	rights	investigators—researching	a	human	
rights problem in depth, conducting extensive interviews on the subject, drafting a comprehensive report on their 
findings, and engaging in related advocacy. 

praCtiCum CoursEs
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Immigration Law and the Rights of Detained Immigrants (A. Schoenholtz)  

This	practicum	course	focuses	on	challenges	faced	immigrants	imprisoned	while	the	Department	of	Homeland	
Security	(DHS)	tries	to	remove	them	from	the	United	States.	In	the	practicum	component,	students	extern	with	
advocacy organizations either conducting intake interviews aimed at assessing an immigrant’s eligibility for relief 
from deportation and making legal presentations, or engaging in policy research and analysis. 

The Law of Open Government: Litigation Under the Freedom of Information Act (M. Rotenberg) 

In the seminar portion of the class, students are given (1) an overview of the federal open government law; (2) 
training	in	FOIA	requests,	appeals,	and	litigation;	(3)	experience	pursuing	actual	FOIA	matters	in	various	stages	of	
the	litigation	process;	and	(4)	practical	tips	and	strategies	to	become	an	effective	FOIA	attorney.	For	the	practicum	
portion	of	the	class,	students	draft,	submit,	and	pursue	a	well–researched	and	well-crafted	Freedom	of	Information	
Act request. 

Low-Wage and Excluded Workers: Their Rights and the Challenges (J. Conti, F. Jacob) 

There are large groups of workers who either by virtue of their wage earning capacity, their immigration status, or 
the type of work they perform who face uphill battles in securing basic labor and employment rights and protec-
tions. This practicum course examines many of the most central issues in labor and employment law from the point 
of view of those groups of workers, concentrating on the strategies and tools available to protect their rights to the 
maximum extent possible. In the field work component, students are placed at local workers’ rights organizations, 
labor unions and government agencies. 

Mass Incarceration and Solitary Confinement (D. Shapiro, M. Winter) 

The seminar portion of this course explores the phenomenon of mass incarceration in the United States, with an 
emphasis on the increasing reliance by prison systems on solitary confinement: the practice of isolating prison-
ers alone in their cells with little or no human interaction, accompanied by extreme sensory deprivation and for 
prolonged periods of time. In the field work portion of this course, students pursue open records requests and 
administrative	appeals	to	obtain	information	about	the	use	of	solitary	confinement	in	all	50	states,	the	District	of	
Columbia, and the federal government for use in a report to be published by ACLU in 2013. 

Modern Abolition: The Practice of Ending Child Labor and Human Trafficking (K. Hartman, K. Stauss) 

This practicum course gives law students exposure to the methods practitioners use in their efforts to combat hu-
man trafficking as well as practical experience and skills-building using those methods. Students are placed either 
within	different	program	areas	at	the	non-profit	organization	Free	the	Slaves	or	with	one	of	the	several	D.C.-area	
anti-trafficking	NGOs	who	work	closely	in	coalition	with	Free	the	Slaves.	

Monopolies and the Nation’s Infrastructure: The Regulation of Public Utility Performance (S. Hempling) 

The law of public utility regulation both supports and disciplines the nation’s electricity, gas, telecommunications 
and water industries. In this practicum, students learn the ingredients for effective regulatory lawyering. The expe-
riential component places students within a state or federal regulatory agency, addressing in real time such frontier 
topics as utility investments in “smart grid,” broadband, nuclear plants or multi-state transmission lines; regional 
coordination of renewable energy policies; and cross-regional mergers. 

The O’Neill Institute Practicum: Global Tobacco Control and the Law (O. Cabrera, T. Baytor, McGrady) 

This	practicum	course	provides	students	with	the	practical	experience	of	working	on	O’Neill	Institute	projects	
that engage intersecting international legal regimes, including international trade law, public international law and 
human rights law, to advocate for and impact legal and regulatory mechanisms for tobacco control. In the practi-
cum component, students analyze existing international and domestic legal and regulatory frameworks for tobacco 
control. 
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Poverty Law and Policy Seminar (P. Edelman) 

This practicum course is a year-long seminar with a required field placement of 8 to 10 hours a week at a public-
interest law organization that works from either a national or a local perspective on issues connected to poverty. The 
subject matter of the class is the framework, history, and current issues related to American poverty. 

Public Interest Advocacy: Government Regulation of Tobacco and Personal-Care Products (J. Page, M. Greenwold, 
and T. Cluderay) 

This	practicum	course	focuses	on	regulation	of	tobacco	and	personal-care	products	by	the	Food	and	Drug	Admin-
istration	(FDA)	under	the	Food,	Drug,	and	Cosmetic	Act.	In	the	experiential	component	of	the	course,	students	
work as interns with the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK) and the Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
on projects aimed at influencing the legislative or administrative processes, or on matters in litigation, under the 
supervision of attorneys connected with these organizations. 

Public Interest Lawyering: Access to Health Care (E. Loubier) 

This course explores public interest lawyering and the critical role that safety net benefits play in assisting low-in-
come people access health care in the United States, focusing on Social Security disability benefits, Medicare, and 
Medicaid	–	the	key	government	programs	that	provide	assistance	to	economically	vulnerable	people.	The	practicum	
part	of	this	course	focuses	on	the	Medicare	Part	D	prescription	drug	benefit	and	its	annual	open	enrollment	season.	

Racial Discrimination in International Law (C. Vazquez ) 

This	practicum	class	focuses	on	the	work	of	the	U.N.	Committee	on	the	Elimination	of	Racial	Discrimination	
(CERD),	of	which	Professor	Vázquez	is	a	member.	The	Committee	monitors	compliance	with	the	U.N.	Convention	
on	the	Elimination	of	Racial	Discrimination,	which	prohibits	discrimination	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	descent,	or	
national or ethnic origin. Students in the practicum investigate the situation of the minority groups protected by 
the	Convention	in	the	specific	countries	being	scrutinized	by	CERD	in	its	forthcoming	session	and	draft	a	shadow	
report concerning the situation of the minority groups within the relevant country. 

Regulatory Advocacy: Women and the Affordable Care Act (K. Garcia) 

This practicum course provides an introduction to regulatory advocacy as it pertains to the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and women’s health. For the practicum part of the course, students work with partner 
organizations to provide background research and/or draft public comments for a regulatory matter pertaining to the 
ACA. 

The Right to Counsel: Entitlements, Limits and the Client Experience (M. Brink)  

In this practicum course, students explore the evolution and current parameters of the right to counsel, including: 
when counsel must be provided; what quality guarantee, if any, the right includes; impediments to the full function-
ing of the right; and efforts to expand the scope of the right. In the experiential part, students explore how the right 
to counsel is experienced by those facing criminal charges by interviewing individuals who were represented by 
attorneys provided at public expense. 

Rule of Law Promotion and Civil Society in China: Women, the Elderly and the Demographic Consequences of 
China’s One-Child Policy (N. Cantalupo) 

This practicum course examines how civil society in China is being advanced under the rubric of rule of law promo-
tion through work with and reflection upon the activities of non-governmental organizations in China. Students in 
the course work on research related to health care for the elderly, in light of a looming demographic crisis in China 
precipitated	in	large	part	by	three	decades	of	the	“One-Child	Policy.”	In	the	practicum	component,	students	spend	
2.5	weeks	working	with	NGOs	in	either	Beijing,	China	or	Washington,	D.C.	researching	health	care	issues	for	the	
elderly. 

praCtiCum CoursEs
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Social and Business Entrepreneurship Practicum (A. Cook) 

This practicum course explores the lawyer’s role as counsel to entrepreneurs in early-stage ventures. In the 
15 hour a week course placement component, students research issues and advise student entrepreneurs 
affiliated with the Georgetown Entrepreneurship Initiative as well as various community empowerment and 
economic development initiatives in the area. 

Social Entrepreneurship & The Law Practicum (A. Plerhoples) 

This practicum course explores the transactional lawyer’s role as counsel to U.S.-based and international 
social entrepreneurs. In the 10-hour weekly experiential component, students research issues and advise 
social entrepreneurs affiliated with Ashoka, a leading nonprofit organization that supports and funds social 
entrepreneurs around the world.  Projects include provision of transactional legal services to established 
social entrepreneurs as well as conducting an assessment of the legal needs of the growing number of U.S.-
based and international social entrepreneurs and creating solutions to fill the gap in legal services. 

Structural Challenges to Indigent Defense Systems (S. Hanlon) 

In this practicum course, students examine the persistent underfunding of indigent defense systems in the 
United States throughout the past 50 years and pending litigation seeking to enforce new ABA Guidelines 
stating that public defenders can no longer accept unreasonable caseloads. The students work together to 
institute	a	challenge	to	the	New	Orleans	indigent	defense	system,	proceeding	in	much	the	same	way	that	a	
law firm would, gathering the facts, analyzing the statutory and constitutional issues involved and drafting 
the	initial	pleadings	and	briefs	which	will	ultimately	be	filed	in	the	New	Orleans	litigation	in	2013.	

Women and Immigration: Government Protection for Women Fleeing Gender-Based Persecution and 
Abuse (R. Strong) 

In this practicum course, students study and learn through experience about the societal forces causing the 
forced migration of women and how U.S. laws and policies address the immigration status of these female 
immigrants. Students conduct intakes of women fleeing their countries because of gender-based violence 
and draft memos for the nonprofit organization who may take on representation of the clients. Students also 
work directly with attorneys at local legal services agencies who are representing female survivors of gender-
based harm seeking legal status in the U.S.

Wrongful Convictions (W. Mlyniec, S. Armbrust)  

This practicum course combines an academic seminar about the various ways innocent people are con-
victed and possible remedies for exoneration with actual investigations of prisoner’s claims concerning 
innocence. 
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By integrating classroom work with real-work experience, externships offer students the 

opportunity to see law in action while gaining a deeper understanding of how legal practice 

happens.  Under the direct supervision of an attorney, students are able to engage in work that 

is commensurate with projects that would be given to an entry-level attorney. Students become 

a part of the fabric of an organization and gain exposure to practice and application of laws and 

concepts that they have studied in the classroom.  For many students, an externship is the first 

time that theory meets practice.  At Georgetown, our students are able to have this experience 

with the backdrop of some of our nation’s most interesting and complex institutions.

In an eleven week placement, students attend Congressional hearings, draft motions for trial, 

and witness the development of policies that have an impact on our entire nation.  Whether 

in the courthouse or the White House, students identify their externships as among the most 

valuable experiences that they have in law school.  Because full time students may enroll in the 

summer externship program without paying additional tuition, the summer semester is an ideal 

opportunity for first year students who wish to remain in Washington or explore an opportunity 

in a market where they may already have ties. 

Students pursue externships for many different reasons.  Some students are shopping around 

for what it is that they are going to do after law school.  They may not be exactly sure why they 

came to law school and are hoping to experience for themselves what types of work exist be-

yond a law firm. They may want to discover whether or not they both will enjoy and can effec-

tively perform that work.  In addition to engaging in a process of self-discovery, these students 

are also making themselves more competitive in the summer and post-graduate employment 

markets.

Other	students	see	an	externship	as	an	interim	step	between	doctrinal	course	work	and	a	clinic	

or practicum course.  An externship also is a perfect way to enhance the resume of a student 

who may have come straight to law school from undergrad and, therefore, has had no profes-

sional means of demonstrating his or her commitment to a particular area of the law. 
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For students who have already secured summer or post-graduate employment, externships 

may serve as a test run - a chance to refine skills, become accustomed to a certain type of 

work, or even make mistakes, when the stakes are academic and not professional.

Finally, there will always be students who pursue an externship out of intellectual curiosity.  

Externships offer students a chance to learn about something because it interests them.

2011 marked the inaugural year of the Externship Program in its current form.  At George-

town, every student who has completed his or her first year of study may pursue a placement 

with	a	government,	judicial,	or	non-profit	agency.		Nearly	25%	the	Law	Center’s	JD	candi-

dates participated in the program during the 2011-12 academic year.  

Students may elect to register for a two or three credit externship, working 110 or 165 hours 

a semester respectively.  In addition to field work, students are required to produce 12 pages 

of reflective writing and participate in small group sessions that are designed to enhance their 

experiences.  Members of the faculty conduct an initial small group reflection session.  Later 

in the term, local attorneys that are representative of popular externship placements facilitate 

small, informal class meetings, to add to the breadth of practice areas to which students are 

exposed.		During	the	2011-2012	academic	year,	guest	practitioners	included	attorneys	from:

Department	of	Justice,	Environmental	and	Natural	Resources	Division

Department	of	Justice,	Civil	Rights	Division,	Educational	Opportunities	Section

DC	Public	Defender	Service	

US Securities and Exchange Commission 

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 

Tahirih Justice Center

US Sentencing Commission

US Senate Committee on the Judiciary

At the end of each semester, students are brought together with their peers in small groups 

for final presentations and reflection.  
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SAId SAbA, J.d., 2013
“i externed at the u.s. district Court for the district of Columbia.  this was my first real-world 

exposure to the legal profession. there’s still a lot i need to learn, but the externship has 

made me feel confident that what i’ve been learning in law school so far has real-world ap-

plication. i also got a chance to work closely with a federal judge who took the educational 

experience of his interns seriously, and he assigned work to us accordingly. “ 
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ACLU
Air	Force,	11th	Wing	Legal	Office
American Association of Blacks in Energy
American Federation of Government Employees
American Immigration Council
Archdiocesan Legal Network of Catholic Charities
Arlington Immigration Court
Arlington Immigration Court
Autism Speaks
Ayuda
Baltimore	State’s	Attorney’s	Office
Blue Green Alliance
Broadcasting Board of Governors
Center for American Progress
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
Community	Re-entry	Program,	Public	Defender	
Service
Congressional Black Caucus
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Council	of	the	District	of	Columbia,	Committee	on	
the Judiciary
D.C.	Superior	Court
D.C.	Volunteers	Lawyers	Project
Defenders	of	Wildlife
Department	of	Human	Services
Embassy of Canada
Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Communications Commission
Federal Trade Commission
First	Star	(Children’s	Advocacy	Organization)
Georgetown	University,	Office	of	University	
Counsel
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, U.S. House 
of Representatives
House	Committee	on	Oversight	and	Government	
Reform
House	Committee	on	Ways	&	Means
House Committee on Ways and Means
House Judiciary Committee 
Human Rights Campaign
Human Rights First
Human Rights Watch
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Internal Revenue Service 
International Labor Rights Forum

International Rights Advocates
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Legal	Aid	Society	of	DC
Metropolitan	Police	Dept.,	Office	of	the	Gen.	
Counsel
Montgomery	County	States	Attorney	Office
National Center for Lesbian Rights
National Council on Aging
National Endowment for the Humanities
National Public Radio
National Women’s Center
Northern	Virginia	Capital	Defender’s	Office
Office	of	Medicare	Hearings	and	Appeals
Office	of	Tax	and	Revenue
Office	of	the	Public	Defender,	Alexandria,	VA
Open	Society	Institute
Organization	for	Refugee	Asylum	and	Migration
Our	Place	(Women’s	Reentry	Organization)
Overseas	Private	Investment	Corporation
Physicians for Human Rights
Project	Vote
Public	Defender	Service	for	the	District	of	Colum-
bia
Rebecca Project for Human Rights
Securities	&	Exchange	Commission
Service	Members	Legal	Defense	Network
The Center for International Environmental Law
U.S.	Attorney’s	Office	for	the	District	of	Columbia
U.S.	Attorney’s	Office,	District	of	Maryland
U.S. Commission on International Religious 
Freedom
U.S.	Department	of	Commerce
U.S.	Department	of	Education
U.S.	Department	of	Homeland	Security
U.S.	Department	of	Justice
U.S.	Department	of	State
U.S.	Dept.	of	Energy
U.S.	Dept.	of	Health	and	Human	Services,	
U.S.	District	Court	for	the	District	of	Columbia
U.S. International Trade Commission
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee
White House Council on Environmental Quality
World	Bank,	Integrity	Vice-Presidency

Although each student is responsible for identifying his or her own placement, the law center 

maintains an electronic database of placement descriptions for organizations that have asked 

to have their information on file at Georgetown.  These lists are only the beginning!  Any legal 

placement that is not at a for-profit entity is eligible for externship credit.
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KEIGAN muLL, J.d., 2013
“my first externship was at small non-profit, First star, devoted to fighting for the legal rights 

of children, and i had an amazing experience. i truly enjoyed my placement at First star and 

was rejuvenated for the rest of my time in law school.  at the same time as this externship, i 

was able to explore my interest in international law. i took a class on international trade law 

and found my passion. i hoped that i could find a placement in the field the next semester 

and was lucky enough to get another externship at the u.s. international trade Commission.  

this externship confirmed the passion that i felt in the classroom. Furthermore, it allowed 

me to attend current events and network in the field that i would not have been able to do 

otherwise. i was able to bolster my resume to better compete in a tough market and gained 

invaluable experience to better prepare me for my future work.  my externships have been 

incredibly beneficial experiences, so much so that i plan on interning during my third year of 

law even without receiving academic credit. this summer i will be working at the internation-

al Centre for trade and sustainable development in geneva, switzerland, and feel extremely 

confident that my externship experiences have prepared me for this opportunity.”

ExtErnships
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i really liked the practicum course because the small class size enabled us to build relation-

ships with real experts in the field.   our professors were very engaged and eager to make 

sure we learned and enjoyed our experiences.  For example, our professors assigned us a 

moot argument, which made me dig in deep to a particular set of facts and made me pre-

pare in a way that i wouldn’t have done for a normal class.  also, the professors, who had 

significant litigation experience in their field, could talk about the challenges you don’t read 

in court opinions, like recruiting or managing clients, interacting with judges, how a govern-

ment’s internal review processes in the litigation office affects the progress of litigation, how 

a particular administrative agency’s review process works.  occasionally, we’d read opinions 

in which the professors were the attorneys in the case.  the professors were able to give us 

a “Behind the music”-type view of how the case played out.  with the field placement, we 

got to see how the whole nonprofit functions -- everything from intra-office email chains to 

participating in multi-organization coalition meetings.

 stEVEn KolBErt, ndpr, 2012

LEARNING fRom PRACTITIoNERS  
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CARMIA CAESAR
director of the Externship Program and the Public Interest Law Scholars Program, Adjunct faculty
B.A., Pomona College, J.D., Harvard Law School

Prior to joining the Law Center she was the senior attorney in the TeamChild Juvenile Justice Project at the 
Center for Children’s Advocacy (CCA) in Hartford, CT.  TeamChild models focus on providing educational 
and mental health advocacy to children involved with the juvenile justice programs.  Professor Caesar 
worked in partnership with juvenile public defenders in Hartford to fill gaps in services that were often 
the underlying cause of illegal conduct.  In addition to representing individual clients at CCA, Profes-
sor Caesar was engaged in systemic advocacy on behalf of Hartford public school students, and students 
incarcerated	at	the	Manson	Youth	Institute,	the	CT	prison	that	houses	children	charged	or	convicted	of	
adult	and	Serious	Juvenile	Offenses.		In	partnership	with	the	Education	Unit	at	New	Haven	Legal	Aid,	
she	helped	correct	a	system	wide	policy	of	unlawful	withdrawal	of	children	over	17	from	the	New	Haven	
Public	Schools.	From	1996-2002,	she	served	as	the	co-director	of	the	Berkeley	Village	Educational	Project,	
a community based, non-profit youth organization that provided mentoring, teaching and tutoring to at-risk, 
minority middle school students. Professor Caesar is a graduate of Pomona College and the Harvard Law 
School.  Immediately following law school, she accepted a graduate fellowship in public affairs with the 
San	Francisco	Office	of	the	Coro	Foundation.	

RACHEL STRONG
Assistant dean for Clinical and Practicum Programs, Adjunct faculty 
B.A., University of Maryland; J.D., George Washington University School of Law

Assistant	Dean	Strong	joined	the	Law	Center	in	2011	and	is	responsible	for	administering	the	clinical	and	
practicum programs.  She works with all of the clinical faculty and clinical teaching fellows on all issues af-
fecting the clinics.  She works with the faculty to develop new practicum courses and acts as a resource for 
the practicum faculty, including organizing teacher trainings and best practices for teaching.  Prior to her 
arrival	at	the	Law	Center,	Assistant	Dean	Strong	was	in	private	practice	at	Howrey	LLP,	first	as	an	associate	
in the commercial litigation group and then as the Pro Bono Partner from 1999 to 2011, where she oversaw 
the pro bono program and represented clients in various matters, including adoption, custody, domestic 
violence, immigration, civil rights, and social security.  She is teaching a practicum course entitled Women 
and Immigration: Government Protection for Women Fleeing Gender-Based Persecution and Abuse.   
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